Ursula Eagly

Fields of Ida 

……is a twenty-five minute solo created and performed by Ursula Eagly. It was commissioned and presented by New York City's Dance Theater Workshop in October 2009.

The piece centers on two highly structured movement improvisations involving wide lunges and severely rotated limbs, violent flicks and boneless falls. The stage is set with lamps that Eagly turns on and off throughout the piece. She is her own lighting designer and also her own musician, singing and speaking without recorded 
accompaniment.Fields of Ida takes the concept of “solo” to an extreme.

The work evokes the post-apocalyptic Ida plains described in Norse mythology. In these fields, are Adam and Eve. It's both an ending and a beginning. Destruction and regeneration co-exist. Like this mythological place, Eagly's Ida has many beginnings and endings. Each section is distinct from, yet linked to, the others and demarcated by changes in lighting.

At the end of the piece, the solo format is shattered when a couple walks on stage and forms a tableau vivant. These characters have been a part of all of Eagly's pieces, like the recurring characters in Faulkner's novels. In Fields of Ida, this couple illustrates a story that the audience has just heard about the Adam and Eve in the mythological Ida plains. Like the other false endings in the piece, this final image is both an ending and a beginning. In Albania, the couple will be cast from the local population. Also unique to the Albanian version of this piece, the lines spoken in English will be repeated by an Albanian translator.

