OOOrpheus
- a contemporary reading

József Trefeli presents the myth of Orpheus translated into the multiple languages of contemporary dance; this choreography focuses on the physicality of movement inspired by Orpheus’ quest.

Early Antiquity expressed its wonder through myth: how did Orpheus manage to step through the door of the Underworld to retrieve his late wife? Later Antiquity grappled with itself to find a rational answer to how Orpheus could turn around to look at Eurydice at the risk of losing the one he had just managed to rescue. As for ourselves: at the entrance to the Underworld, Cerberus barks forth three dancers. Three Orpheuses together and taking turns metamorphosing until the end of the night. Their love transforms itself into wailing, their wailing into mourning, their mourning into song. But song that is deployed into space, where is anchored the turning and returning of a dance that reviews the enduring moments of a transfigurating death. Images that mummify love, death that brings love back to life. There where the steps take us, the steps leading the dance. Step by step towards and into the beyond.    

Concept, choreography and dance - József Trefeli 

Choreographic collaboration and dance - Ruth Childs, Ismael Oiartzabal 

Dramaturge - Bernard Schlurick 

Consultant - Paola Pagani 

Sound creation - Frédérique Jarabo 

Light creation and photography - Laurent Valdès 

Cie József Trefeli is supported by the City of Geneva, 
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